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TRIBUTE TO CHEF VINCENT HEN-
DERSON, MOBILE’S CULINARY 
AMBASSADOR 

HON. JO BONNER 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, August 2, 2013 

Mr. BONNER. Mr. Speaker, I rise to pay 
tribute to a local legend, who—through his 
many talents—introduced the culinary treas-
ures of Mobile, Alabama to the world. On July 
5, 2013, we lost Chef Vincent Henderson, but 
we will always fondly remember his warm 
smile, passion for living and the best creole 
cooking on the Gulf Coast. 

A native of Mobile, ‘‘Vince’’ Henderson grew 
up surrounded by an appreciation for cooking. 
His father owned the original Best Grill in Mo-
bile. In an account published in the Mobile’s 
Lagniappe newspaper, Chef Henderson talked 
about those early days that had such an influ-
ence upon his life as Mobile’s culinary ambas-
sador. ‘‘As a young child, on Saturdays some 
of my brothers and sisters, we would sit down 
with a 100-pound box of shrimp. It would take 
us all day, outside, to wash and sort the 
shrimp into three sizes. We knew which ones 
to put aside for frying, for gumbo and other 
uses.’’ 

Not only did Vince continue to glean cook-
ing knowledge from his father’s restaurant 
business throughout his childhood, but he also 
widened his experience by engaging in var-
ious other jobs, ranging from waiting at mul-
tiple restaurants to washing dishes in Mobile’s 
first Chinese restaurant. He managed to have 
multiple side jobs throughout his vigorous pur-
suit of the math and chemistry degree he 
earned during college, showing his determina-
tion and his love for the culinary world. These 
jobs were merely the beginning for Vince. 

Due to his persistence and his vast gusta-
tory experience, Vince rapidly ascended up 
the ranks of the culinary world. His exquisite 
Cajun cooking allowed him to quickly become 
a notable name, particularly in Washington, 
D.C. Alexis Herman, former Secretary of 
Labor and friend of Vince’s, commissioned 
him to cater events for the Democratic Na-
tional Committee. This entre gave Vince the 
opportunity to expose many other prominent 
figures and organizations to his authentic, cre-
ole cooking. He was hired to prepare his 
unique Gulf Coast delicacies for the events of 
the Congressional Black Caucus, the former 
First Lady Hillary Clinton, and a famous bas-
ketball player, Dikembe Motombo. One of the 
most notable highlights of Vince’s career, he 
was the first African American caterer to serve 
inside the White House. 

Vince eventually returned to his native Mo-
bile after distinguishing himself as one of the 
most prominent chefs the city has ever seen. 
Requests for his culinary talents were unceas-
ing upon his return, and he was even commis-

sioned to return to D.C. in 2010 to cater a 
meal for Surgeon General Regina Benjamin. 
These prestigious examples of Vince’s work 
are merely a scratch on the surface of all of 
the people who had the privilege of enjoying 
Vince, and his delectable meals, throughout 
his years. 

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the people of 
South Alabama, I would like to personally ex-
tend my condolences to Vince’s beloved 
brothers, sisters, nieces, nephews, and mul-
titudes of friends for their loss. You are all in 
our thoughts and prayers. 

f 

CONGRATULATIONS TO HEALTH 
DELIVERY INC. FOR 44 YEARS OF 
DEDICATED SERVICE—HEALTH 
DELIVERY, INC. IS RECOGNIZED 
DURING NATIONAL HEALTH CEN-
TER WEEK FOR 44 YEARS OF 
SERVICE 

HON. DANIEL T. KILDEE 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, August 2, 2013 

Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, I ask the House 
of Representatives to join me in congratulating 
and recognizing a locally-owned small busi-
ness in my district, Health Delivery Inc., for 44 
years of dedicated service. 

Health Delivery Inc. is a community health 
center located in the Fifth Congressional Dis-
trict. For 44 years this community health cen-
ter has helped many residents of the Fifth 
Congressional District and I ask the 113th 
Congress to join me in recognizing them for 
their hard work and dedication. 

Health centers are located in underserved 
areas and locally-controlled by patient–major-
ity boards, making each health center respon-
sive to the needs of the individual community 
it serves. The health center model has been 
proven to be an effective means of over-
coming barriers to access for the medically 
underserved and in doing so, improving health 
care outcomes and reducing health care 
costs. 

As locally owned and operated small busi-
nesses, health centers also serve as critical 
economic engines helping to power local 
economies. In these difficult economic times, 
health centers are economic drivers in their 
communities. This year, over 400 communities 
nationwide submitted applications seeking a 
health center, for an anticipated 25 awards. 
This vividly demonstrates an overwhelming 
demand for access to comprehensive primary 
care across the nation. 

The services provided by Health Delivery 
Inc. greatly benefit Michigan and the Fifth 
Congressional District by delivering com-
prehensive, high quality and accessible health 
care. Health Delivery Inc., is committed to ex-
panding to meet the needs of the communities 

they serve and to grow their reach to serve 
every individual who currently lacks regular 
access to a health care home. 

It is fitting, Mr. Speaker, that Health Deliv-
ery’s anniversary falls close to National Health 
Center Week. National Health Center Week 
offers the opportunity to recognize America’s 
health centers, their staff, board members, 
and all those responsible for the continued 
success and growth of the program since its 
creation almost 50 years ago. 

During National Health Center Week, we 
recognize the multitude of ways in which 
America’s Health Centers are transforming 
care in local communities. I encourage every 
Member of Congress to visit their local health 
centers and celebrate the important role they 
play in serving our communities. 

f 

CONGRATULATING DR. CHRIS COO-
PER ON RECEIVING THE UNIVER-
SITY OF NORTH CAROLINA 
BOARD OF GOVERNORS AWARD 
FOR EXCELLENCE IN TEACHING 

HON. MARK MEADOWS 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, August 2, 2013 

Mr. MEADOWS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate Chris Cooper, associate pro-
fessor and head of the Department of Political 
Science and Public Affairs at Western Caro-
lina University (WCU), for receiving the Uni-
versity of North Carolina Board of Governors 
Award for Excellence in Teaching. 

A faculty member at WCU since 2002, Dr. 
Cooper regularly wins rave reviews from his 
students and praise from his faculty col-
leagues for his engaging and dynamic teach-
ing style. 

In addition to his innovative teaching tech-
niques in the classroom, Dr. Cooper is known 
for playing an instrumental role in imple-
menting a new master’s-level capstone experi-
ence at WCU where students demonstrate 
their competence in public affairs by working 
directly with community partners. 

An active researcher, Dr. Cooper has writ-
ten numerous articles, including editorial col-
umns for newspapers across the state, and 
made many television and radio appearances 
due to his expertise on political issues. 

Dr. Cooper won the WCU Distinguished 
Scholar Award in 2011 and the WCU 
Chancellor’s Award for Engaged Teaching in 
2007. 

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the entire 11th 
District of North Carolina, I congratulate Dr. 
Cooper on being named one of the best 
teachers in the University of North Carolina 
system and thank him for his commitment to 
the students of Western Carolina University. 
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RECOGNIZING THE HEROIC SERV-

ICE AND COMMITMENT OF PRI-
VATE FIRST CLASS JAMES 
CHESTER MOHN 

HON. DEREK KILMER 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, August 2, 2013 

Mr. KILMER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the service of Private First Class 
James Chester Mohn who went missing in ac-
tion in the Himalayan Mountains on June 6, 
1943. I am honored to share these brief re-
marks as part of his final farewell, today, Au-
gust 4, 2013. 

James Chester Mohn was a Tacoma area 
native. Growing up in the Fern Hill area, he 
graduated from Lincoln High School with the 
class of 1939. Shortly thereafter, he was draft-
ed in the Army Air Corps and worked as a ra-
dioman on C47–A cargo transport planes. 
Loaded with munitions, Mohn and his crew left 
Lalmanirhat, India on the 25th of May, 1943 
and they were reported missing in action on 
June 6, 1943. 

In November of 2010, nearly 70 years after 
the cargo plane was last seen, remnants of 
the plane were discovered and the plane was 
identified. Now, we join Gladys Terry, the sis-
ter of James Mohn and Virgil James Holman, 
Mohn’s nephew, in celebration of his life while 
paying respect for his ultimate sacrifice. 

Mr. Speaker, I am honored to help VFW 
Post 91 and the greater Tacoma community in 
their acknowledgement of this local service-
man. In addition, I am grateful to the Lincoln 
High School R.O.T.C. and the Puyallup Tribe 
Veterans Committee for their participation on 
this occasion. 

With the final farewell of James Mohn, we 
are reminded of the enormous sacrifices that 
the servicemen and women of our armed 
forces make each day for the safety of Ameri-
cans at home and abroad. While it is with 
heavy hearts that we recognize this unfortu-
nate loss of life, this occasion also gives us 
the opportunity to again thank the men and 
women who help protect and defend our na-
tion and our way of life. 

I am pleased to recognize James Chester 
Mohn and all of our servicemen and women 
today, who continue to honor our nation with 
their bravery, loyalty, and devotion. 

f 

CONGRATULATING MR. AND MRS. 
MARCINE AND NITA LOU WEBB 

HON. K. MICHAEL CONAWAY 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, August 2, 2013 

Mr. CONAWAY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the extraordinary accomplishments 
of Mr. and Mrs. Marcine and Nita Lou Webb 
of San Angelo, Texas. Over the past three 
decades, Mr. and Mrs. Webb have made it 
their mission to visit all 50 state capitol build-
ings throughout the United States. Their 35- 
year journey culminated in June when they 
traveled to Augusta, Maine. 

Their adventure took them from the dusty 
West Texas plains to every corner of this na-
tion. It has given them the opportunity to wit-
ness firsthand the vast beauty found through-

out our country and experience the people, 
traditions, and history that make America 
great. 

The most endearing part of their story is 
that they made this journey together, side by 
side, with the help and support of their family 
and friends. The latest visit to Augusta was an 
early wedding anniversary gift from their loving 
children Becky, Penny, Dennis, and Marcie to 
help them celebrate their 65th anniversary to-
gether on August 28, an astonishing feat on 
its own. 

Their devotion over the years is a testimony 
to their love of our county, to each other, and 
their family. As they gather with family and 
friends to celebrate this occasion, may they be 
blessed by their wisdom and learn from their 
experiences. I congratulate them on their ac-
complishing their long sought–after goal and 
their many years together. I wish them many 
more. 

f 

RECOGNIZING LIEUTENANT GEN-
ERAL DOUGLAS H. OWENS ON 
THE OCCASION OF HIS RETIRE-
MENT FROM THE UNITED 
STATES AIR FORCE AFTER 
MORE THAN 33 YEARS OF FAITH-
FUL SERVICE 

HON. MADELEINE Z. BORDALLO 
OF GUAM 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, August 2, 2013 

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to commend and congratulate Lieutenant Gen-
eral Douglas H. Owens on the occasion of his 
retirement from the United States Air Force 
after more than 33 years of faithful service. 
Lieutenant General Owens will retire on Octo-
ber 1, 2013, concluding his duty as the Vice 
Commander of Air Education and Training 
Command, Joint Base San Antonio–Randolph, 
Texas. 

General Owens is a command pilot with 
more than 3,100 hours in various aircraft, in-
cluding the T–37, T–38, T–41, T–6 and A/OA– 
10. He flew combat missions in the first A–10 
squadron deployed to operations Desert 
Shield and Desert Storm. He has commanded 
at the squadron, group and wing levels, and 
served in a variety of operational and staff po-
sitions. These include assignments in the 
Headquarters U.S. Air Force Checkmate Divi-
sion and Operations Directorate on the Joint 
Staff, supporting Operation Iraqi Freedom, Op-
eration Enduring Freedom, and other oper-
ations worldwide. He has also served as a 
numbered air force vice commander and as 
deputy commander of a joint task force for Pa-
cific Command. General Owens has served 
five tours in the Pacific, including an assign-
ment as the Vice Commander of Pacific Air 
Forces supporting combat readiness, theater 
security cooperation, enhanced force posture 
and presence throughout the theater. 

General Owens is a 1980 graduate of the 
U.S. Air Force Academy, and obtained his 
Masters Degree from the University of Phoe-
nix in 1988. He is a graduate of Squadron Of-
ficer School, Air Command and Staff College, 
and National War College where he earned a 
second Masters degree in 1998. General and 
Mrs. Owens have two adult children: John and 
Michael, and four grandchildren. Both John 
and Michael have continued the family tradi-

tion of service and are also currently serving 
as officers in the Air Force. 

Among his many military duties that 
spanned his career and included 18 Perma-
nent Change of Station moves, General 
Owens served as the 36th Wing Commander 
at Andersen Air Force Base, Guam. It is dur-
ing this assignment that I had the opportunity 
to get to know both General Owens and his 
wife Teresa. During his tenure as the Wing 
Commander he was responsible for the con-
duct of the Pacific Command’s Continuous 
Bomber Presence, Theater Security Pack-
ages, numerous exercises supporting the re-
gion, and contingency response operations 
from Andersen Air Force Base. General 
Owens was responsible for the well-being of 
more than 8,000 military and civilian personnel 
on Andersen AFB and also was tasked to en-
sure the successful employment, deployment, 
integration, and enabling of air and space 
forces from the most forward sovereign U.S. 
Air Force base in the Pacific. His leadership 
was critical during the stand-up of Joint Re-
gion Marianas and during the planning phases 
for the realignment of Marines from Okinawa 
to Guam. He also continued to ensure suc-
cessful implementation of certain portions of 
the current Pacific Airpower Resiliency strat-
egy. Additionally, his support of the local com-
munity on Guam was extraordinary, and I am 
very thankful for the lasting relationships he 
built between the military and civilian commu-
nity which remain strong today. 

I again congratulate Lieutenant General 
Owens on the occasion of his retirement. I join 
the people of Guam in commending him for 
his exceptional service to our great nation and 
thanking him for his contributions to our com-
munity. Although General Owens and Teresa 
will be greatly missed, I wish them both all the 
best as they transition to the next stage of 
their life and enjoy a long and happy retire-
ment together. 

f 

IN HONOR OF THE APTOS HIGH 
SCHOOL ROBOTICS CLUB 

HON. SAM FARR 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, August 2, 2013 

Mr. FARR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the Aptos High School Robotics Club— 
winners of the 2013 International Marine Ad-
vanced Technology Education (MATE) Under-
water Robotics Competition. The club, which 
independently designed, built, operated, and 
competed with their remote operated vehicle 
(ROV) in this year’s competition, has won the 
MATE competition for the second time in three 
years. This year’s original design, ‘‘The 
Kracken″, is a deep–water ROV engineered to 
maintain ocean observing systems. This fully 
functional submersible, a collaborative effort 
by fourteen bright and young scientific minds, 
demonstrates that people of all ages have 
much to contribute to the science and tech-
nology necessary to better understand our 
treasured oceans. 

The MATE competition challenges K–12, 
community college, and university students 
from all over the world to design and build 
ROVs to tackle missions modeled after real 
world modern science scenarios. The competi-
tion requires students to think of themselves 
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